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The Advanced Scatterometer on Metop A is real aperture, vertical polarisation, C
band radar whose primary objective is to allow the wind field at the ocean surface to
be determined from the backscatter, that is the normalized radar cross section output.
Data is provided at nominal resolutions of 25 and 50 km in two swaths, each 550 km
wide on either side of the nadir track. A set of three transponders enable the ASCAT
antenna gain patterns to be determined and an absolute calibration to be achieved.
This presentation describes the results of the calibration and validation process, the
accuracy levels achieved and the stability of the instrument.



