Geophysical Research Abstracts,

Vol. 10, EGU2008-A-06186, 2008

SRef-ID: 1607-7962/gra/EGU2008-A-06186 ‘*
EGU General Assembly 2008 G

© Author(s) 2008

Suprathermal particle distributions in space physics:
Kappa distributions and entropy

B. Shizgal

Department of Chemistry, University of British Columbia, 2036 Main Mall, Vancouver, British
Columbia V6T 1Z1, CANADA

The energization of a charged test-particle of mass m in contact with a large ensemble
of charged particles of mass M at equilibrium is studied with the Fokker-Planck equa-
tion for Coulomb collisions and a quasi-linear diffusion operator for wave-particle
interactions. The features of the nonequilibrium steady state velocity distribution of
the test-particle system is studied as a function of the mass rgg and the relative
strengths of the wave-particle interactions and Coulomb collisions. It is shown that the
steady distribution function is not necessarily a Kappa distribution. The temperature
of heavy minor ions given by the model is shown to vary linearly with the mass ratio
as observed in the solar wind. The time evolution of the distribution function with and
without the energization by wave-particle interactions is calculated and it is demon-
strated that the Kullback relative entropy rather than the Tsallis nonextensive entropy
rationalizes the results obtained.



