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The aim of the EuroDIVERSITY Programme is to support the emergence of an in-
tegrated biodiversity science based on an understanding of fundamental ecological
and social processes that drive biodiversity changes and their impacts on ecosys-
tem functioning and society. Ecological systems across the globe are being threat-
ened or transformed at unprecedented rates from local to global scales due to the
ever-increasing human domination of natural ecosystems. In particular, massive bio-
diversity changes are currently taking place, and this trend is expected to continue
over the coming decades, driven by the increasing extension and globalisation of
human affairs. The EuroDIVERSITY Programme meets the research need triggered
by the increasing human footprint worldwide with a focus on generalisations across
particular systems and on the generation and validation of theory relevant to exper-
imental and empirical data. The EURODIVERSITY Programme tries to bridge the
gaps between the natural and social sciences, between research work on terrestrial,
freshwater and marine ecosystems, and between research work on plants, animals and
micro-organisms. The Programme was launched in April 2006 and includes 10 inter-
national, multidisciplinary collaborative research projects, which are expected to con-
tribute to this goal by initiating or strengthening major collaborative research efforts.
Some projects are dealing primarily with microbial diversity (COMIX, METHECO,
MiCROSYSTEMS), others try to investigate the biogeochemistry in ecosystems (BE-
GIN, BioCycle), the landscape and community ecology of biodiversity changes (AS-
SEMBLE, AGRIPOPES, EcoTRADE), and others focus on the diversity in freshwater
(BIOPOOL, MOLARCH). In 2007, the EuroDIVERSITY Programme will integrate
the different European research teams involved with collaborative field work cam-
paigns over Europe, international workshops and conferences, as well as joint peer-



review publications.

For more information about the Programme and its activities, please check the Pro-
gramme website: www.esf.org/eurodiversity


