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Chlorite-talc schists make unique material that is extensively used as dimension stone
in Nordic and some other countries. This metamorphic rock is scarcely distributed
also in the Silesian zone (Northern Moravia) of the Bohemian Massif. The rock is
composed by dominant talc and subordinate chlorite, hornblende and dolomite. It has
been quarried from the second half of 17th century till the beginning of 20th century.
The quarried stone was mainly manufactured to produce refractory materials. The best
quality stone was, however, favoured by local sculptors and stonemasons.

This paper focuses on the basic mineralogical-petrographic characteristics, geochem-
ical features, physical and mechanical properties and weathering behaviour of this
extraordinary stone. The list of monuments where this rock types has been used is
compiled together with the information on in situ decay features and previous restora-
tion approaches.


