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In accordance to the Spanish legal provisions, (RD January 18 th, 2005) there is a need
of developing new in situ treatments for residues, in this way avoiding the generation,
transport and elimination of these materials. This convenience of using in situ methods
is also recommended by EPA as a suitable methodology to be used instead of transport.

This work deals with the need of looking for a low-cost, reliable and sustainable clean-
ing approach for sites contaminated by heavy metals. A methodology suitable for such
a purpose should not only protect the environment but be also accepted by the social
agents: administration (at the local, regional and national levels) specialised techni-
cians, technical companies involved and citizens. The aim of this study is to evaluate
the possibility of using residues coming from construction and demolition activities,
or residues coming from the mining of calcareous materials, as immobilizing agents of
metals. In this way a double benefit could be obtained. First, a revalorization of these
materials which are transformed from residues to subproducts is achieved. In addition,
a simple solution to the severe environmental problem caused by the accumulation of
heavy metals is obtained.
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