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VIR-MS (Visual and Infrared Mapping Spectrometer) is the imaging spectrometer
of the Dawn mission. It was constructed in Italy by a scientific-industrial (INAF
Rome and Galileo Avionica – Florence) consortium financially supported by the Ital-
ian Space Agency.

VIR-MS is an high spatial resolution spectrometer (FOV of 64mrad, IFOV of
250µrad) in the 0.25-5µm range with an IFOV of 250µrad and a spectral sampling
of about 2 nm in the visible range and 10 nm in the IR range.

The imaging spectrometers are key instruments in the study of both surfaces and at-
mospheres, they enable the acquisition of a spectrally resolved image of a two dimen-
sional scene. The advantage of such technique is that all spectral data for a given point
is collected at one time providing highly spatial and spectrally resolved images. How-
ever they need a detailed calibration campaign in order to characterize the response of
the instrument to the stimulus from the target and consequently to prevent any possible
mistakes in the scientific interpretation of the data.

We present the results of the calibration post processing held in the Galileo Avionica
calibration facility in September 2005.


