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New maps of 30 years of precipitation climatology of Iceland are presented. These
maps are based only on high-resolution numerical simulations with the MM5 model-
ing system, forced by boundaries from the ECMWF. As in previous tests for shorter
periods, the simulated precipitation agrees well with observations when observational
errors are taken into account. The precipitation maps have already been applied suc-
cessfully for hydrological purposes. This method of mapping precipitation by numer-
ical simulations may prove to be useful for investigating the precipitation climatology
of polar regions, where observations are sparse and unreliable because of errors asso-
ciated with measurements of solid precipitation.


