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The EC-EUROSTRATAFORM project allowed obtain new insights on the Adri-
atic planktic and benthic foraminifera ecobiostratigraphy for the last 125kyrs. This
ecobiostratigraphy has been integrated with O and C stable isotope stratigraphy,
tephrochronology, magnetic properties, and210Pb data. This study is framed in a seis-
mic stratigraphic reconstruction of the area and takes into account information from
reference cores from previous works. We present a synthesis of the main ecozones
detected in the Southern Adriatic for this time interval, with comparisons to the eco-
zones previously defined in the Central Adriatic. In particular, we present new data for
the last 6kyrs from cores collected in Central and Southern Adriatic in complementary
shelf (including the modern mud belt) and slope sedimentary settings.

The two main planktic foraminifera bioevents for this interval are the well known
LO of Globorotalia inflataat ca. 6 kyrs B.P., approximating the maximum flooding
surface, and the LCO ofGlobigerinoides sacculiferat ca. 1200 AD, approximating the
beginning of the Little Ice Age (LIA). The planktic foraminifera assemblages revealed,
from 6 kyrs to the beginning of the LIA, a paleoclimatic variability much stronger
and complex than previously reported in literature for the Adriatic. This variability
is characterised by at least three alternating warmer (and dryer) and colder periods,
that we tentatively relate to the Holocene climatic oscillations detected in the Atlantic
Ocean. Interestingly, the benthic assemblage does not seem dramatically affected by



these oscillations in the deepest cores, while it is quite sensitive to such changes in the
shallowest ones. In particular, on the shelf the LIA and its two main phases are best
detected in the benthic assemblage by the increase of abundance of species somewhat
related to the fluvial runoff (such asValvulineria complanata).


