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Progress in understanding sea level processes in the
Mediterranean Sea.
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We present developments in understanding long and short-term processes in sea level
variability in the Mediterranean Sea on the basis of tide gauge data, hydrographic
databases and a two dimensional model. We present results on changes in the Mediter-
ranean trends during the 1990s, coinciding with changes in the sea level gradients
across the Strait of Gibraltar and the Strait of Sicily. We present some evidence that
these may be caused by the Eastern Mediterranean Transient (EMT). We further search
for evidence of the EMT in high frequency sea level records. We reconfirm the close
correlation of the NAO with sea level variability and we reconstruct NAO-related sea
level variability backwards in time for the past 4 centuries.



